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JOZEF ŠTEFFEK (1952–2013) – OBITUARY

The outstanding Slovak malacologist Jozef Šteffek 
passed away on the 19th of April 2013. He was a 
well-known scientist, who frequently published his 
papers in Folia Malacologica and reviewed papers sub-
mitted to our journal. He also took part in some early 
Malacological Seminars organised in Poland. Many of 
us conducted joint research projects with him, some 
of us were his friends. That is why we have decided 

to translate his obituary written by Marek Čiliak and 
Tomáš Čejka and published in Slovak in Malacologica 
Bohemoslovaca (12: 70-88, 2013). We are grateful to 
both authors and to Lucie Juřičková, Editor-in-Chief 
of Malacologica Bohemoslovaca, whose permission al-
lows us to honour the memory of Jozef.

Editor-in-Chief
on behalf of the Editors

JOZEF – A MAN OF MASS OCCURRENCE 

The musician Marián Varga once described his 
friend, Jaro Filip, jokingly as “a man of mass occur-
rence”. He was referring to his friend’s artistic hy-
peractivity, as there was no place in Slovakia with 
creative spirit where Jaro Filip was not to be found. 
Something similar can be said about Jozef Šteffek. 
He was a malacologist, but also a keen collector of 
objects more or less valuable for society, a success-
ful organiser, a tireless traveller and an active scout 
leader, and he also preserved and recorded historical 
facts about his beloved town of Banská Štiavnica. It is 
very difficult to characterise Jozef, as his many fields 
of interest were so interrelated and intertwined that 
they cannot be ordered chronologically. Let us then 
describe at least a part of his rich life.

Jozef Šteffek was born on the 1st of January 1952 
in Banská Štiavnica in central Slovakia, where he at-
tended primary and secondary school. After second-
ary school, he continued his education at the Faculty 
of Life Sciences, Comenius University, Bratislava, and 
majored in Systematic Zoology and Animal Ecology 
(1970–1975). 

After his doctoral examination in zoology in 1976, 
he received a PhD in Life Sciences. His PhD the-
sis concerned malacological research in the Slovak 
Paradise (Slovenský raj) mountain region. He then 
wrote a further thesis in animal ecology (as an ex-
tramural student) at the Institute of Experimental 
Biology and Ecology, Slovak Academy of Sciences, 
Bratislava, where he earned the title of Candidate in 
Biological Sciences. This thesis was devoted to the 

malacofauna of the Little Carpathians (Malé Karpaty 
Mts.) in the context of environmental changes. In 
1980 he began working as a junior researcher at the 
Institute of Environmental Ecology, Slovak Academy 
of Sciences, Banská Štiavnica, where he was em-
ployed for 4 years. However, even after this period, 
he still did not leave his home town. In 1983–1987 
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he was a researcher in the Štiavnické Vrchy Mts. 
Protected Landscape Area in Banská Štiavnica. In 
1987 he moved to a different field of activity, joining 
the Institute of Experimental Biology and Ecology, 
Slovak Academy of Sciences, Banská Štiavnica, as an 
independent researcher. In 1990–1993, he worked 
at the Laboratory of Evolutionary and Applied 
Environmental Ecology, Slovak Academy of Sciences, 
Banská Štiavnica. From 1994 until his death he 
worked as a part-time researcher at the Institute 
of Forest Ecology, Zvolen. In 1998–2001 he was a 
senior lecturer at the Department of Education 
for Environmental Protection and Department of 
Landscape Ecology, Matej Bel University, Banská 
Bystrica. From 2003 onwards, his career was insepa-
rably linked with the Department of Applied Ecology, 
Faculty of Ecology and Environmental Protection, 
Technical University, Zvolen, where after receiving 
his habilitation (2003) he was appointed assistant 
professor. At the start of the academic year in 2008 
he became a full professor of the university.

His scientific research was focused on landscape 
protection, environmental protection, and above 
all zoology, with particular interest in recent and 
Quaternary malacology. He used model groups of bi-
ota to assess the ecological stability of habitats. He 
determined criteria for biodiversity assessment in 
many countries of Europe and Asia. His major inter-
est was molluscs, their ecology and distribution. He 
paid particular attention to invasive mollusc species 
and to research on indicator species for assessment 
of the degree of naturalness of habitats.

His faunistic research greatly contributed to the 
development of Slovak malacology. Except for Vojen 
Ložek, no other malacologist has studied the Slovak 
malacofauna as thoroughly as Jozef did. His efforts 
to analyse precisely the distribution of molluscs in 
Slovakia are evidenced by his hundreds of ecological 
and faunistic papers. Many of his works were later 
used in the monograph Mollusca Slovenska by Mikuláš 
J. Lisický. 

Jozef ’s exceptionally rich scientific output in-
cludes 530 publications in Slovakian and foreign 
journals. He publicised the results of his scientific 
research and educational achievements in his nu-
merous talks on radio and television, and at exhi-
bitions. He was very actively involved in the imple-
mentation of research grants, as coordinator of over 
30 projects, deputy coordinator of over 20 projects, 
and participant in over 70 projects, including 20 con-
cerned with landscape ecology and implemented in 
various parts of Slovakia (Ecological optimisation 
of the Eastern Slovakian Lowland, Ecological anal-
ysis of Bratislava City, Environmental resistance of 
Žiarska Kotlina basin, Environmental resistance 
of Horná Nitra region, Quality of the natural en-
vironment in Banská Štiavnica town, and ecologi-

cal studies focused on environmental resistance in 
Štiavnické Vrchy Mts., Zamagurie region, etc.). As 
a teacher, he delivered lectures to postgraduate stu-
dents of Environmentalisation of Economic Activity 
in the Natural Environment at the Slovak University 
of Technology (STU), Bratislava (1991–1992), in-
cluding courses in Basic Ecology, Biotic Components 
of the Natural Environment, Ecology of the Natural 
Environment, Ecosozology (conservation ecology), 
and Physiotactics (scientific management of ecosys-
tems and protection of natural environment). At the 
Chemical–Technological Faculty of the same univer-
sity he taught courses in Environmental Protection 
and Basic Ecology. In a programme to provide pro-
fessional training and qualifications for staff of the 
Ministry of the Natural Environment (in 1990–1991) 
he lectured in Ecosozology and Physiotactics, and in 
Ecology. He shared his rich experience and knowl-
edge with students during his captivating lectures 
in Nature Conservation and Protection of Natural 
Environment, when he worked at the Faculty of 
Ecology and Environmental Sciences, Technical 
University, Zvolen. However, he attached special im-
portance to direct contact with nature through field 
trips (Selected Problems of Practical Nature Protection, 
and Care for Protected Areas), which were very well 
liked by students. Jozef authored or co-authored 
many textbooks: Fundamentals of Ecology (Základy 
ekológie, 1989); Analyses and Detailed Syntheses 
of Biotic Components of Natural Environment 
(Analýzy a čiastkové syntézy biotických zložiek kra-
jiny, 1990); Ecology, Ecosozology and Physiotactics 
(Ekológia, ekosozológia a fyziotaktika, 1992); Analysis 
and Detailed Syntheses of Components of Natural 
Environment (Analýzy a čiastkové syntézy biotických 
zložiek krajinnej štruktúry, 1992); Systematic 
Zoology: Invertebrates (Systematická zoológia – bez-
stavovce, 2000); Systematic Zoology: Vertebrates and 
Invertebrates (Systematická zoológia – stavovce a bez-
stavovce, 2001); Animal Anatomy, Morphology and 
Systematics. Vol. II. Chordata (Anatómia, morfoló-
gia a systém živočíchov II. – Chordata, 2001); Animal 
Anatomy, Morphology and Systematics. Vol. I. 
Invertebrates (Anatómia, morfológia a systém živočíchov 
II. – Bezstavovce, 2002), Fundamentals of Ecology 
and Environmental Sciences (Základy ekológie a en-
vironmentalistiky, 2006); Selected Basic Concepts 
of Ecology and Environmental Sciences (Vybrané 
základné pojmy z ekológie a environmentalistiky, 2006); 
Landscape Ecology Research: Selected Theoretical 
and Methodological Aspects (Krajinnoekologický výs-
kum: vybrané teoretické a metodické aspekty, 2008).

His love of nature was cultivated by his parents 
and family from his childhood. At the age of five, he 
was already climbing the Slovakian mountains with 
his parents. This undoubtedly helped inspire his later 
passion for travelling. He started to travel abroad in 
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1962, when his parents decided that every summer 
they would travel to one of the “permitted” countries 
of the Eastern Block. While studying at university he 
went on his first research expedition, to Turkey. By 
1989 he had visited a total of 25 countries. After the 
collapse of communism, he spent every vacation time 
travelling. Initially he would travel by car with his 
whole family, but later he usually travelled alone to 
foreign countries. He put his travels to scientific use, 
conducting research in over 100 countries in Europe, 
Asia, North, Central and South America, Africa, and 
Oceania. Because of research he conducted with 
some Hungarian colleagues, his name was given to 
a subspecies of marine gastropod: Montenegrina per-
striata steffeki Eröss et Szekeres, 2006. Together with 
other authors, Jozef described many new mollusc 
species, such as the hydrobiid Falniowskia neglectis-
sima (Falniowski et Šteffek, 1989); Rhodea mariaale-
jandrae Grego, Šteffek et Infante, 2007, and Rhodea 
moussoni, Grego, Šteffek et Infante, 2007, of the fam-
ily Subulinidae. 

Jozef ’s great passion was the collection of spec-
imens, although he did not consider himself a true 
collector, as he collected even damaged specimens, 
and did not spend large sums to acquire highly val-
ued items. He preferred to spend money on travel-
ling. Most of his collection consists of shells of crus-
taceans and molluscs (several hundred thousand). 
Also extremely valuable is his collection of clay 
smoking pipes (štiavničky, zapiekačky), consisting of 
more than 1,000 specimens. He also made a large 
and valuable collection of bricks with impressed 
names; the catalogue features bricks with the names 
of about 700 brickworks. Another treasure is Jozef ’s 
library, which contains over 20,000 titles. 

Besides his devotion to the study of nature, Jozef 
could not have imagined life without scouting, in 

which he first became involved in 1968. He quali-
fied as a forest guide, and was gradually promoted 
from ordinary member to the rank of guide in the 
Slovak Central Forest School (Slovenska ústredná lesná 
škola, ŠÚLŠ), and to the position of Chief Scout of 
the Slovakian Scouting Movement (1997–1999). In 
1993 he established the Baden-Powell Foundation to 
support the development of scouting in Slovakia. In 
1998 he organised the first international scout jam-
boree in Slovakia (EUROCOR), with participants 
from 9 countries, which took place at Revištské 
Podhradie in Žarnovica. In 2003 he helped organise 
the 4th Conference of the International Scout and 
Guide Fellowship (ISGF) for Central Europe, which 
took place in Banská Štiavnica. There he was elected 
President of the Slovakian Scouting Guild.

Our colleague, Jitka Horáčková, has provided 
us with an interesting piece of information about 
Jozef ’s ancestry. It seems that Jozef was a descend-
ant of the peasant rebel leader Jan Sladký-Kozina of 
Chodsko. He was very proud of this fact, and loved 
the Chodsko region as he did the region of Banská 
Štiavnica.
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